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Full Assurance  

L. E. Brown 
Prescott, Arizona 

Introduction  

It widely known that the doctrine of assurance of salvation is at the center of the debate 
between Reformed and Arminian theologies on one side and Free Grace (FG) theology on the 
other. When statinƎ ǘƘŜ DǊŀŎŜ 9ǾŀƴƎŜƭƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ Ǌŀƛǎƻƴ ŘΩşǘǊŜ, this affirmation was included: 

The assurance of eternal salvation is based only on the promises God makes in His Word 
that everyone who trusts in Jesus Christ alone possesses eternal life. Good works, which 
can and should follow regeneration, are not necessary to a firm assurance of eternal life 
even though they may have a secondary, confirmatory value.1  

The doctrine of assurance is a hallmark of FG theology. If this definition of assurance is 
abandoned the entire theology collapses. That is why FG proponents have clarified and 
defended this crucial doctrine even when besieged by opponents of Reformed or Arminian 
persuasion. 

To this point the debate about assurance has been largely confined to questions of the grounds 
of assurance2 and how assurance intersects faith.3 The relationship between assurance and 
sanctification has received less attention.4 This is unfortunate because assurance is a rich 
doctrine with broad implications that move far beyond certainty ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊΩǎ 
eschatological fate. Assurance carries important inferences in matters as diverse as boldness in 

                                                      

1
 Arthur [Φ CŀǊǎǘŀŘΣ ά!ƴ LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ¢ƻ DǊŀŎŜ 9ǾŀƴƎŜƭƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ !ƴŘ Lǘǎ WƻǳǊƴŀƭέ Journal of the Grace Evangelical 

Society, 1:1 (Autumn 1988), 7. 

2
 When reduced to clear and simple propositional statements Reformed theology posits sanctified living as the 

grounds of assurance. The position is more nuanced than that, of course. Those who defend the Reformed position 
will assert that the regenerate believer will necessarily and without fail manifest the regenerate nature in 
sanctified living. Sanctified living is proof of a regenerate nature and, ergoΣ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŜƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǘΦ 
Arminian posits sanctified living as the means by which our salvation is preserved. While there is a distinction 
between the two views, the Reformed position sees sanctification as proof of salvation whereas the Arminian 
position sees it as preservation of salvation, there is no material difference. Only those who persevere in sanctified 
living have any grounds for assurance of their salvation. 

3
 The FG position has been an echo of CaƭǾƛƴΩǎ ǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŜǎǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŦŀƛǘƘΦ !ǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŀǊŜ 

both seen as synonyms for certainty.  

4
 This is no doubt due to the fact that FG proponents find themselves waging a pitched battle over the doctrine in 

its relationship to justification. 
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prayer5, confidence to approach God6, courage in the face trial7 and perseverance motivated by 
hope.8 Clearly, assurance is a significant ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊΩǎ ǎŀƴŎǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ. 

My aim in this workshop is to briefly illustrate that in addition to initial assurance that all 
believers experience in justification9 there is fuller assurance that all believers may acquire 
subsequent to justification. This fuller assurance is crucial to ǘƘŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊΩǎ ǎŀƴŎǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άŦǳƭƭόŜǊύ ŀǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜέ Řƻes not indicate greater intensity or degree of faith. It does 
indicate greater content of faith or additional evidence as the grounds of faith. In the first case 
the one possessing full assurance believes other things in addition to the promise of salvation; 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƻƴŜΩǎ ŎƻƴǾƛŎǘƛƻƴ ǊŜǎǘǎ ƻƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΦ Lƴ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŎŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƪŜƭƛƘƻƻŘ ƻŦ 
continuing in sanctified living is greater. 

I. Full Assurance in Colossians 

LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ōŜƎƛƴ ōȅ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ōǊƛŜŦ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƻŦ ǘǿƻ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜǎ ƛƴ /ƻƭƻǎǎƛŀƴǎΦ .ƻǘƘ 
ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜǎ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άŦǳƭƭ ŀǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ.έ 

A. Colossians 2:2 

Colossians 2:1-3 (NKJV) reads this way: 

For I want you to know what a great conflict I have for you and those in Laodicea, and 
for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh,2 that their hearts may be encouraged, 
being knit together in love, and attaining to all riches of the full assurance of 
understanding, to the knowledge of the mystery of God, both of the Father and of 
Christ,3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.10 

!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƘǊŀǎŜ άŀƭƭ ǊƛŎƘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ŀǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎέ 
we need to observe the structure of the entire sentence in order to understand how the phrase 
is connected to its context. We might diagram the English text (NKJV) in this way: 

                                                      

5
 1 John 3:22 

6
 Hebrews 10:21, compare Exodus 3:5 

7
 2 Corinthians 12:9-10, Ephesians 6:10 

8
 Hebrews 6:11 

9
 L ƘŀǾŜ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƘǊŀǎŜ άǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜέ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅΦ Lǘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎ Ƴȅ ǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜΣ ŎƻƴǾƛŎǘƛƻƴ 

and faith are either essentially synonymous, or that their fields of meaning are largely convergent in the matter of 
the faith that results in justification. 

10
 Unless otherwise noted all quotations will be from the NKJV. 
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I have a great conflict 

ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ Χ 

that hearts may be strengthened  

    being knit together 

in love 

and to all riches = full assurance11 

of understanding 

to the knowledge 

of the mystery = Christ 

 

We will focus on the ǇƘǊŀǎŜ άŀll riches of the full assurance of understandingέ12 and explore its 
relationship to sanctification, but ƭŜǘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƎŜ ōȅ ƻōǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ. 

1. 0ÁÕÌȭÓ ÓÔÒÕÇÇÌÅ ÉÎ ÂÅÈÁÌÆ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÏÌÏÓÓÉÁÎÓ 

By beginning verse 1 ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άforέ tŀǳƭ transitions from a general statement about his 
apostolic ministry (1:24-29) to his struggle in behalf of the Colossian believers. Verse two states 
that the purpose of the struggle was to strengthen their hearts.  

Paul struggled so that the Colossian believers would be strengthened.  This is the meaning of 
ǘƘŜ ǇƘǊŀǎŜ άǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘΦέ 13  When translating the Greek verb 
parakaleǁ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ .ƛōƭŜǎ ǇǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘέ ǿƘƛƭŜ earlier translations prefer 
άŎƻƳŦƻǊǘΦέ 14 It is doubtful that Paul had either comfort or encouragement in mind. There is no 
mention that the Colossian believers were subject to persecution which would have called for 

                                                      

11
 I am here assuming an epexegetical genitive. See the discussion below. 

12
 Concatenative genitives can be somewhat complicated. Each succeeding genitive depends on its predecessor, 

making for a sometimes convoluted analysis. 

13
 ά.ŜƛƴƎ ƪƴƛǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊέ όDǊΦ sumbibasthentes) is usually treated as an adverbial participle of means, modifying the 

verb ǇŀǊŀƪŀƭŜǁ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ άƘŜŀǊǘέ όDǊΦ kardia) or ƛƴ ŎŀǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ άǘƘŜƛǊέ όDǊΦ autôn). 
Grammatically it might be a nominative ad sensumΣ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ tŀǳƭΩǎ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜΦ 

14
 The Greek verb parakaleô in the passive voice (as here) often has the idea of giving comfort (KJV, ASV) or 

encouragement (so NKJV, ESV, NASB, NIV).  

A statement 
of purpose 
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comfort. Nor is there any suggestion that they were discouraged which would have called for 
encouragement. 5ǳƴƴΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜΥ 

Given the train of thought running through to 2:5, there is probably an implication that 
ǿƛǘƘ ǎǳŎƘ άŦǳƭƭ ŀǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƳȅǎǘŜǊȅΣ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ άǎŜŘǳŎǘƛǾŜ ǎǇŜŜŎƘέ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘŜǊǎ όнΥпύ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǎǎΦ15  

Lƴ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ tŀǳƭΩǎ ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎǎ άlest anyone should deceive you with persuasive wordsέ (2:4) and 
άƭŜǘ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ŎƘŜŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜǿŀǊŘέ (2:18) ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŀŘƳƻƴƛǘƛƻƴ άŀǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ƘŀǾŜ 
received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Himέ (2:6) it appears Paul was concerned lest they be 
fooled by false teaching and led into behaviors unfitting of believers. άLǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ Ŏƻƴǎƻƭŀǘƛƻƴ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŦŀƛǘƘΦέ16 He wanted to make sure that they 
continued in sanctified living based on correct biblical doctrine. 

The Colossian believers would be strengthened by gaining άǊƛŎƘŜǎΦέ The intricate phrase 
άattaining ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǊƛŎƘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ŀǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎέ ƛǎ ǎǳōƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜ ǘƻ tŀǳƭΩǎ 
statement of purpose; it explains what must happen in order for them to be strengthened.  The 
NKJV translators inserted ǿƻǊŘ άŀǘǘŀƛƴƛƴƎέ to clarify a prepositional phrase which indicates 
movement.17 We are strengthened as we move toward άrichesέ (Gr. ploutos). 

¢ƘŜ ǊƛŎƘŜǎ ŀǊŜ άŦǳƭƭ ŀǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜΦέ The prepositional phrase άƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ŀǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜέ Ŏŀn be 
understood as describinƎ ǘƘŜ άǊƛŎƘŜǎέ ƛƴ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǿŀȅǎ ōǳǘ ǘwo interpretations are most likely. It 
either describes the source ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƛŎƘŜǎ όάǘƘŜ ǊƛŎƘŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ come from Ŧǳƭƭ ŀǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜέύ ƻǊ it 
specifies ǘƘŜ ǊƛŎƘŜǎ όάǘƘŜ ǊƛŎƘŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ are Ŧǳƭƭ ŀǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜέ).18 Since either option makes good 
sense in the context syntax does not determine the correct interpretation. Given the relative 
rarity of the genitive of source, the epexegetical genitive is preferred. 19 The riches Paul wanted 
for ǘƘŜ /ƻƭƻǎǎƛŀƴǎ ŀǊŜ άŦǳƭƭ ŀǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜΦέ 

                                                      

15
 James D. G. Dunn, The Epistles to the Colossians and to Philemon: A Commentary on the Greek Text (Grand 

Rapids: William B. Eerdmans, 1996), 131. 

16
 T. K. Abbott, The Epistles to the Ephesians and to the Colossians (Edinburgh: T&T Clark, 1897), 238. 

17
 The Gr. preposition eis here probably retains a spatial nuance, suggesting direction toward a goal, EDNT 1:389. 

The  goal is often a state of being, BAGD, 229. ¢Ƙƛǎ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ άŦǳƭƭ ŀǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜέ ƛǎ ŀ Ǝƻŀƭ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊǎ 
move. It is thus different from and in addition to the initial assurance which is a component of saving faith. 

18
 IŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŜǇŜȄŜƎŜǘƛŎŀƭ ƛƴŦƛƴƛǘƛǾŜ άƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ŀǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜέ ƎƛǾŜǎ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŀǘ 
ŀƳōƛƎǳƻǳǎ ƘŜŀŘ ǘŜǊƳΣ άǘƘŜ ǊƛŎƘŜǎΦέ Lƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǊƛŎƘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊΣ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǿƘƛŎƘ is 
άŦǳƭƭ ŀǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜΦέ ¢ƻ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎ Ŧǳƭƭ ŀǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎ άǊƛŎƘŜǎΦέ  

19
 According to Wallace the genitive of source is relatively rare in the New Testament, but his test of supplying the 
ǇŀǊŀǇƘǊŀǎŜ άŘŜǊƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳέ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƴƛŎŜƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǾŜǊǎŜΦ 5ŀƴƛŜƭ .Φ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜΣ Greek Grammar Beyond the 
Basics: An Exegetical Syntax of the New Testament, electronic edition (Garland, TX: Galaxie Software, 1999).  
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Full assurance arises from insight into DƻŘΩǎ ƳȅǎǘŜǊy. Reading the ǇƘǊŀǎŜ άƻŦ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎέ 
as reference to the source of full assurance makes good sense in this context. Full assurance 
comes from understanding (Gr. súnesis) or comprehending20  DƻŘΩǎ ƳȅǎǘŜǊȅ. 21 Concerned for 
their sanctification, Paul adjures them to seek the wealth of conviction that results from greater 
ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘ ƛƴǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ƳȅǎǘŜǊȅΦ22 

άaȅǎǘŜǊȅέ ƛǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ǘŜǊƳ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘing to the same referent.23 Elsewhere it  
pertains  to ŀ άƧƻƛƴǘ-ōƻŘȅέ ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎŜŘ ƻŦ WŜǿǎ ŀƴŘ DŜƴǘƛƭŜǎ24 who share in the inheritance on an 
equal basis (Ephesians 3:3-6); to LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŀƭ ƘŀǊŘŜƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƛǎǇŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴ όwƻƳŀƴǎ ммΥнр-
26); to the summation of all things in Christ (Ephesians 1:9-10); to the Church as the Bride of 
Christ (Ephesians 5:32); to the Rapture of the Church (1 Corinthians 15:51) and to various other 
previously unknown truths. Here it  refers back to the earlier use of this term in 1:26-27, the 
resurrected Christ dwelling with the believers.25  

If this understanding of mystery is correct, then Colossians 2:2 urges the believers to obtain the 
wealth of conviction that comes from understanding that Christ dwells with them. 

This brief analysis of Colossians 2:2 results in several preliminary conclusions. First, this 
passage has sanctification in view. Second, sanctification is strengthened by gaining full 
assurance. Third, full assurance stems from insight into DƻŘΩǎ ƳȅǎǘŜǊȅ. Fourth, full assurance 
attenuates the likelihood of being defrauded. Fifth, it increases the likelihood of continued 
sanctified living. 

Full assurance is a wealth of conviction that understands additional biblical facts. It is a crucial 
element that increases the likelihood that one will continue in sanctified living. 

                                                      

20
 Louw-Nida 32.6. EDNT suggests that the word, which appears 7 times in the NT, usually refers to God-given 

insight. 

21
 This is the objective genitive. 

22
  tŜǘŜǊ ¢Φ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴΣ Colossians, Philemon (Dallas: Word Publishers, 1982), 93. 

23
 {Φ [Ŝǿƛǎ WƻƘƴǎƻƴΣ ά{ǘǳŘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9ǇƛǎǘƭŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƻƭƻǎǎƛŀƴǎ tŀǊǘ ±Υ ¢ƘŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aȅǎǘŜǊȅέ Bibliotheca Sacra 

119:475 (Jul ς Sep 1962), 231-232 Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀl term but one whose 
specific referent is defined by context. He observes that mustŢrion is simply a truth which is unknowable apart 
from divine revelation. The content of the revelation, the mystery, is determined in the context. I find myself 
resisting the temptation to load the term with theological freight drawn from other texts which were unavailable 
to the Colossian readers. 

24
 /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ wȅǊƛŜΣ ά¢ƘŜ aȅǎǘŜǊȅ ƛƴ 9ǇƘŜǎƛŀƴǎ оέ Bibliotheca Sacra 123:489 (Jan-Mar 1966), 127. 

25
 ¢ƘŜ άƛƴ ȅƻǳέ ƘŜǊŜ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƳŜŀƴǎ άŀƳƻƴƎ ȅƻǳέ ƻǊ άƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƛŘǎǘΣέ ŎŦΦ .!5DΣ нруΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǾŜǊǎŜ ǾŀƎǳŜƭȅ ŜŎƘƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ 

exhortation of Hebrews 6:11 to persist in sanctification until our hope is realized. 
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.ŜŦƻǊŜ ǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƻ /ƻƭƻǎǎƛŀƴǎ пΥмн ƭŜǘΩǎ ōǊƛŜŦƭȅ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŜȄƛŎŀƭ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ άŦǳƭƭ 
ŀǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜέ and the ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǾŜǊō άǘƻ ōŜ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŀǎǎǳǊŜŘέ then observe their usage in biblical 
contexts to see if they can bear the weight this exegesis places on them. 

2. The meaning of ȰÆÕÌÌ ÁÓÓÕÒÁÎÃÅȱ 

¢ƘŜ ƴƻǳƴ άŦǳƭƭ ŀǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜέ ƛǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ƛƴŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘΣ ŀǇǇŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǾŜǊǎŜǎ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ 
of Colossians. 26  The ǾŜǊō άǘƻ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŀǎǎǳǊŜέ appears only six times in the New Testament. 27 

a)  άCǳƭƭ ŀǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜέ όDǊΦ plŢrophoria) 

The semantic range for the noun encompasses ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǎ ƻŦ άŦǳƭƭƴŜǎǎέ ŀƴŘ άŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅΦέ 28 The 
ƭŜȄƛŎƻƴǎ ŦŀǾƻǊ άŦǳƭƭ ŀǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜέ ŀƴŘ άŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅέ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ŘƛŎǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ. BAGD lists 
this first yet concedes ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ŦǳƭƭƴŜǎǎ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦέ 29 ά/ƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅέ ƛǎ 
listed as the only semantic domain for the word in Louw Nida.30  

Although the dictionaries and lexicons provide a helpful starting point, context is always the 
final arbiter of word meaning. The challenge in each context is to determine which semantic 
field the author had in mind when using the word. 

1 Thessalonians 1:5 employs the term to refer to evidence which accompanied the gospel 
proclamationΦ άFor our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power, and in the 
Holy Spirit and in much assurance, as you know what kind of men we were among you for your 
sake.έ TƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘΩǎ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜŘ tŀǳƭΩǎ ǇǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ. This was supplemented with 
άƳǳŎƘ ŀǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜΦέ άMuch ŀǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜέ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜŘ ƻŦ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ additional reasons to believe in the 
form of godly conduct. This provided additional grounds of certainty.31 

Hebrews 6:11 reads άǿŜ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŘƛƭƛƎŜƴŎŜ to the full 
assurance of hope until the end.έ This text comes at the end of a lengthy exhortation that 
began at 5:11, urging the readers to remain confident in Christ.32 The readers are being urged 

                                                      

26
 1 Thessalonians 1:5; Hebrews 6:11, 10:22. 

27
 Luke 1:1; Romans 4:21, 14:5; Colossians 4:12; 2 Timothy 4:5, 17. 

28
 EDNT, 3:107 

29
 BADG, 670. 

30
 LN, I:370. 

31
 άLƴ Ŧǳƭƭ ŀǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜέ ƛǎ ŀ metonymy of the effect where the effect (certainty) is put for the cause (the evidence). 
/ƘŀǇǘŜǊ н ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜǎ tŀǳƭΩǎ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘΤ Ƙƛǎ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ƎŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ additional reason to believe the gospel claims and thus 
ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜŘ ŀ άŦǳƭƭŜǊ ŀǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜΦέ 

32
 William L. Lane Hebrews 1-8 (Dallas: Word Books, 1991), 145.   
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to manifest diligence in sanctified living until their hope is finally and fully realized.33 Here the 
word conveys the sense of άŦǳƭƭƴŜǎǎέ ƻǊ άŦǳƭŦƛƭƭƳŜƴǘέ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ άcertainty.έ 

The exhortation of Hebrews 10:22 ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ άdraw near with a true heart in full assurance of 
ŦŀƛǘƘέ turns from consideration of ƻǳǊ IƛƎƘ tǊƛŜǎǘΩǎ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎƛŀƭ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ its application 
to ǘƘŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊΩǎ daily life. Because our High Priest mediated the New Covenant for us (9:15), 
entering the Holy Place with his own blood to obtain our redemption (9:12) and cleansed us for 
service (9:14) once and for all (10:11-14) we enter the presence of God boldly (10:19) with 
unwavering steadfastness (10:23).  

In view here is a certainty which rests upon clear understanding of what our High Priest 
accomplished. It results in the ability to remain loyal to him regardless of external 
circumstances.34 In this context the word shares the same meaning Paul had in mind when he 
wrote Colossians 2:2. It points to certainty based on keen understanding that increases the 
likelihood of continued sanctified living.  

b)  ά¢ƻ Ŧǳƭƭȅ assureέ όDǊΦ ǇƭŢrophoreǁ) 

The verb άǘƻ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŀǎǎǳǊŜέ also has two primary fields of meaningΦ άCƛƭƭ όŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅύέ ƛǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ŀǎ 
the first definition in the lexicons.35 ά¢ƻ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜ Ŧǳƭƭȅέ ƻǊ άǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜŘέ όǇŀǎǎƛǾŜύ ƛǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ 
as an additional definition. Again, the challenge is to determine which meaning is indicated by 
the term in its contexts. 

Either definition makes good sense in Luke 1:1 or both find support among the commentators. 
¢ƘŜ bYW± άƛnasmuch as many have taken in hand to set in order a narrative of those things 
which have been fulfilled ŀƳƻƴƎ ǳǎέ ƛǎ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜŘ ōȅ ŀƴ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ άare most surely 
believedΦέ ¢ƘŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ǇŀǎǎƛǾŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇƭŜ is easily understood as pointing to the achievement of 
ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘƛŎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ. Read in this way, [ǳƪŜΩǎ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ 
tense signals events that have been brought to a successful conclusion.36 The passive voice 
suggests that God has been at work in these events.37 Luke is not recording events which simply 
happened; he is observing God at work in these events. 

There is less support for understanding this word as a reference to the disciplesΩ settled 
conviction (so the perfect tense) that the facts related to Jesus are undeniably true (the 
semantic range of the term). The Wycliffe Bible Commentary on the New Testament notes that 

                                                      

33
 Thomas Kem Oberholtzer, "The Warning Passages in Hebrews - Part 3: The Thorn-Infested Ground in Hebrews 

6:4-12" Bibliotheca Sacra 145 #579 (July - September 1988), 327. 

34
 W. L. Lane, Hebrews 9-13 (Dallas: Word Books, 1991), 286. 

35
 BAGD, 670; EDNT, 3:107; Liddell and Scott, 647. 

36
 John Noland, Luke 1-9:20,  (Dallas: Word Books, 1989), 7. 

37
 I. Howard Marshall, The Gospel of Luke (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1978), 41. 
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άǘƘŜ ǇƘǊŀǎŜ Ƴŀȅ ƳŜŀƴ ΨǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭŜŘΣΩ ōǳǘ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ΨǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŦƻǊ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘ 
ŀǎ ǘǊǳŜΣΩ ƻǊ ΨǘƘŜ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜŘ ŦŀŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜΦΩ38 But Luke is primarily concerned with events 
that Jesus began39 and continues to push forward through time through the Church.40 It is most 
likely that fulfillment of prophecy is in view here. 

Romans 4:21 is very helpful when trying to understand the meaning of ǇƭŢrophoreǁΦ Speaking 
ƻŦ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴȅ ŘŜǎŎŜƴŘŀƴǘǎ ƛǘ ǊŜŀŘǎΣ 

19 And not being weak in faith, he did not consider his own body, already dead (since he 
was about a hundred years old), ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀŘƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ {ŀǊŀƘΩǎ ǿƻƳōΦ 20 He did not waver 
at the promise of God through unbelief, but was strengthened in faith, giving glory to 
God, 21 and being fully convinced that what He had promised He was also able to 
perform. 22 And therefore άƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳ ŦƻǊ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎΦέ 

Earlier (4:3) ǘƘŜ ǘŜȄǘ ǎŀȅǎ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ άōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ DƻŘ.έ41 HŜ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ŀǎ ǘǊǳŜΦ42 But 
!ōǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅ was challenged by facts at hand. Although God had promised innumerable 
descendants (Genesis 12:2, 15:5) his wife was barren, he thought himself incapable of fathering 
children, and he had no heir. Had Abraham focused43 on these facts his faith may have 
άǿŜŀƪŜƴŜŘ,έ ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ Řƻǳōǘ ŀōƻǳǘ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜΦ 

But he refused to dwell on these things. !ǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘΣ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ ŦŀƛǘƘ ǿŀǎ άǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴŜŘΦέ44 
Because Abraham refused to give way to doubt God met his faith with a gracious gift of greater 
confidence.45 

                                                      

38
C. F. Pfeiffer and E. F. Harrison, The Wycliffe Bible commentary: New Testament (Chicago: Moody Press, 1962). 

39
 bƻǘŜ Ƙƛǎ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ƛƴ !Ŏǘǎ мΥм ƻƴ άŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ ōŜƎŀƴ to do and to teach.έ 

40
 Darrell F. Bock, Luke, Volume 1 (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1994) p. 56. 

41
 tƛǎǘŜǳǁ + the dative 

42
 Leon Morris, The Epistle to the Romans (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1988), 196. 

43
 ά/ƻƴǎƛŘŜǊέ όDǊΦ katanoŜǁ) conveys the idea of careful observation, often accompanied by thoughtful 

consideration. BAGD, 415. 

44
 ¢ƘŜ ŀƻǊƛǎǘ ǇŀǎǎƛǾŜ ƘŜǊŜ ŎƻƴǾŜȅǎ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ άōŜƛƴƎ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅΦέ [ƻǳǿ-Nida 74:6.  

45
 Abraham was made strong because of his faith, but it was God who made him strong. See Morris, Romans, 212; 

James D. G. Dunn, Romans 1-8 (Dallas: Word Books, 1988), 221;  Rene Lopez, Romans Unlocked (Springfield, MO: 
21

st
 Century Press, 2005), 96. The point is helpfully illustrated in Genesis 18:14. There the Lord asks Abraham, who 

ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǾƻƛŎŜǎ Ƙƛǎ Řƻǳōǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ƳŀƭŜ ƘŜƛǊΣ άLǎ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻƻ ƘŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΚέ ¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ŀŦŦƛǊƳǎ Ƙƛǎ 
promise once again. 
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This introduces the notion that faith can wane and wax, depending on which facts we focus on. 
When we focus on facts that seem contrary to the promises of God conviction may weaken. 
When we focus on the God who promises, conviction grows stronger. 

Romans 14:5 deals with Christian liberty. Here ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊō ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ƳŜŀƴǎ άǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜŘΦέ ¢ƘƻǎŜ 
who are weak in faith were regenerate believers who had been convinced about the gospel 
promises for justification, but they were not convinced that Jesus had delivered them from 
dietary and calendar laws. 46 Although their salvation was secure, their sanctification was in 
jeopardy because they lacked knowledge which would have produced fuller assurance. 

2 Timothy 4:5Σ άŦǳƭŦƛƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅέ ŀƴŘ 2 Timothy 4:17Σ άǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ǇǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ 
Ŧǳƭƭȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƳŜέ both use the word to convey the sense of accomplishing something 
completely. Paul instructed Timothy to complete all his duties of ministry (v. 5) and finds 
comfort in the fact that he had been faithful in completing his.47 

c) Conclusions about the word group 

This ōǊƛŜŦ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ƧǳǎǘƛŦƛŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ άŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅέ ŀƴŘ άŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƧǳǎǘƛŦƛŜǎ 
ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅέ ŀǊŜ ŀǘtested fields of meaning. In Hebrews 10:22 this certainty rests on a clear 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅ όwƻƳŀƴǎ пΥнмύ ǿŀǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ 
ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ ƛƴ ǎǇƛǘŜ ƻŦ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ¢ƘŜǎǎŀƭƻƴƛŀƴ 
believers (1 Thessalonians 1:5) found additional ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅ ƛƴ tŀǳƭΩǎ sanctified life. 

Colossians 2:2 teaches that believers are more likely to persevere in sanctified living if they gain 
Ŧǳƭƭ ŀǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ōȅ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƳȅǎǘŜǊȅΦ 

B. Colossians 4:12 

¢Ƙƛǎ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ōŜ tŀǳƭΩǎ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ /ƻƭƻǎǎƛŀƴǎ пΥмн. άEpaphras, who is one of you, a 
bondservant of Christ, greets you, always laboring fervently for you in prayers, that you may 
stand perfect and complete in all the will of God.έ48  

9ǇŀǇƘǊŀǎ άǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜŘέ in prayer in behalf of the Colossians just as Paul did (2:1). The desired 
end49  of his prayer was ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ άƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀƴŘέΤ50 that is, they might be established 

                                                      

46
 Marshall, Romans, 477. 

47
 ¢ƘŜ άŦǳƭŦƛƭƭƳŜƴǘέ ƛƴ н ¢ƛƳƻǘƘȅ пΥмт ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ tŀǳƭ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǎƪ ƻŦ 

appearing before the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel with the gospel (Acts 9:15) and had faithfully 
discharged that task. See George King, The Pastoral Epistles: A Commentary on the Greek Text, 470. 

48
 TƘŜ bYW± άŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜέ ƛǎ ǳƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜΤ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǊŜŀŘ άŦǳƭƭȅ ŀǎǎǳǊŜŘΦέ 

49
 Hina + subjunctive signals the purpose or goal of his prayer. 

50
 The passive voice indicates tƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ άƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǘŀƴŘέ ƛǎ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƳ ōȅ DƻŘΦ 
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and therefore fixed in place.51 The place in which they stand is signaled by the prepositional 
ǇƘǊŀǎŜ άin all the will of God,έ suggesting that sanctification is in view once again. The adjective 
άǇŜǊŦŜŎǘέ όDǊΦ teleiosύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇƭŜ άŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜέ όDǊΦ ǇƭŢǊƻǇƘƻǊŜǁ) probably function as 
object complements, defining or describing what people made to stand become.52  

¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘΣ άǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ,έ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎƛŜǎǘ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ /ƻƭƻǎǎƛŀƴǎ 
1:28 where Paul states that his goal was to present every man as mature. McDougall observes, 
άƛŦ tŀǳƭ ƛƴ /ƻƭ мΥну ǳǎŜŘ teleios ǘƻ ŘŜǇƛŎǘ ΨƳŀǘǳǊƛǘȅΩ ŀǎ ŀ Ǝƻŀƭ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΣ 
it is arguable that he would use it the same way in Col 4:12 as he expresses in prayer his [sic] 
prayer for ǘƘŜƳΦέ53 Like Paul, Epaphras was solicitous of their sanctification. 

άCƻƳǇƭŜǘŜέ is an unfortunate word choice by the NKJV translators. aŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 9ǇŀǇƘǊŀǎΩ ƭŀōƻǊ 
(Gr. ŀƎǁƴƛȊƻƳŀƛ) reminds the reader ƻŦ tŀǳƭΩǎ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘ όDǊΦ ŀƎǁƴ) in their behalf (2:1). We 
preserve tŀǳƭΩǎ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭ ǇŀǊŀƭƭŜƭ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ their ministries by maintaining related fields of 
meaning for the verb in 4:12 and the cognate noun in 2:2.54 

Colossians 4:12, like 2:2, establishes a causal connection between full assurance and 
ǎŀƴŎǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ aŀǘǳǊŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŀǎǎǳǊŜŘ ǎǘŀƴŘ ŦƛǊƳ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭΦ /ƻƭƻǎǎƛŀƴǎ нΥн 
ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŀōƻǳǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ Ŧǳƭƭ 
assurance. 

II.  Conclusion  

If our observations in Colossians 2:2 and 4:12 are correct, and if we have properly surveyed 
how the salient terms are used in biblical context, then we can feel confident in the following 
conclusions. 

First, full assurance does not refer to a greater intensity or higher degree of faith than initial 
assurance but rather to a broader field of things believed. Faith does not come in degrees; one 
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 L ƻŦŦŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǘŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎȅƴǘŀȄ ƛǎ ŦŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ƭǳŎƛŘΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ŀŘƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ όάǇŜǊŦŜŎǘέύ ŀƴŘ ŀ 
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ǇƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜΦ 9ǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎȅƴǘŀȄ Ƴŀȅ ōŀǊŜƭȅ ŀƭƭƻǿ teleios and 
ǇƭŢǊƻǇƘƻǊŜǁ to function as predicate nominatives, it is hard to see how they might equate with the implied subject 
of the verb. But there is also risk in reading this, as I do here, as an object complement. The problem, of course, is 
that the participle is in the nominative case rather than the accusative. But functionally this seems to make the 
most sense to me. As object complements they tell what the believer who has been made to stand become ς 
mature and fully convinced. 
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is persuaded that biblical assertions are either true or false. Second,  initial assurance is 
believing the promise of salvation but full assurance is believing other truths in addition to that 
promise. Third, full assurance grows from a deeper understanding of Christ. As our 
understanding of Christ grows, our certainty becomes fuller because we become certain of 
more biblical truths. Fourth, full assurance is not guaranteed to all believers. It is something to 
be obtained through scriptural study and careful reflection. It differs in this regard from initial 
assurance which is experienced by all believers. Fifth, since full assurance was of serious 
apostolic concern the ministry of prayer and deep doctrinal teaching is a grave pastoral 
responsibility! 

An Illustration  

Luke 7:36-50 illustrates the distinction between assurance and full assurance. In this story the 
ǿƻƳŀƴ ǿƘƻ ŀƴƻƛƴǘǎ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŦŜŜǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǇŜƴƛǘŜƴǘ ǎƛƴƴŜǊ ǿƘƻ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜǎ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ŀǘ ŀ ōŀƴǉǳŜǘΦ IŜǊ 
gestures of public humiliation and loving attendance upon his feet reveal her faith in Jesus. She 
recognizes that Jesus is her savior.55 

Since Luke builds his story on the principle that faith in Jesus is required for the forgiveness of 
ǎƛƴǎΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǎŀŦŜ ƛƴ ǇǊŜǎǳƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻƳŀƴΩǎ ǎƛƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴ before she approached the 
Lord. Furthermore, she was already assured that her sins were forgiven because she was 
convinced that the promise of forgiveness was true. 

And yet the Lord granted her fuller assurance in the form of an additional reason to believe. 
Not only had she heard his preaching to the crowds and believed the general promise of 
forgiveness promised to all who believe, now she had the words of Jesus spoken directly to her. 

"The knowledge of her forgiveness was hardly equal, however, to direct assurance that her sins 
had been forgiven; here is the value of Jesus' personal word to the woman at v. 48. This 
personal word of Jesus to the woman represents a degree of clarity, assuredness about her state 
which excels the knowledge she had by trusting; now she most clearly knows!έ56 

The Final Word 

Assurance is the possession of all believers who are convinced that the gospel promise is true. 
Full assurance is reserved for those who gain a deeper understanding or Christ or who gather 
additional reasons to believe. Those who are fully assured are more likely to remain steadfast in 
their daily walk with Christ.  
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