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Introduction

It widely known that the doctrine of assurance of salvation is at the center of the debate
between Reformed and Arminian theologies on one side and Free Grace (FG) theology on the
other. Whenstatind (G KS DNJ OS 9 @I yARSAythiGRFmat{BasinSlites:Q &

The assurance of eternal salvation is based only on the promises God makes in His Word
that everyone who trusts in Jesus Christ alone possesses eternal life. Good works, which
can and should follow regeneration, are not necessary to a firm assurance of eternal life
even though they may have a secondary, confirmatory value.

The doctrine of assurance is a hallmark of FG theology. If this definition of assurance is
abandoned the entire theology collapses. That is why FG proponents have clarified and
defended this crucial doctrine even when besieged by opponents of Reformed or Arminian
persuasion.

To this point the debate about assurance has been largely confined to questions of the grounds

of assurance® and how assurance intersects faith.® The relationship between assurance and

sanctification has received less attention.* This is unfortunate because assurance is a rich

doctrine with broad implications that move far beyond certainty | 6 2 dzi G KS 06 Sf A S@SND
eschatological fate. Assurance carries important inferences in matters as diverse as boldness in

"Arthur[ @ CENBRGFRSE d!'y LYGNRBRAZOGAZY ¢ ZourbaNof tiie&Srade@Evayigalisdl A OF {
Society1:1 (Autumn 1988), 7.

2 When reduced to clear and simple propositional statements Reformed theology posits sanctified living as the

grounds of assurance. The position is more nuanced than that, of course. Those who defend the Reformed position

will assert that the regenerate believer will necessarily and without faihanifest the regenerate nature in

sanctified living. Sanctified living is proof of a regenerate nature and, ergs> S @A RSy OS 2F D2RQa St SO
Arminian posits sanctified living as the means by which our salvation is preserved. While there is a distinction

between the two views, the Reformed position sees sanctification as proof of salvation whereas the Arminian

position sees it as preservatiorof salvation, there is no material difference. Only those who persevere in sanctified

living have any grounds for assurance of their salvation.

®The FG position hasbeenanechoofCaf @AY Q&4 @A Se G(KFG | aadNIyOS aAa (KS S$aas
both seen as synonyms for certainty.

* This is no doubt due to the fact that FG proponents find themselves waging a pitched battle over the doctrine in
its relationship to justification.



prayer®, confidence to approach God®, courage in the face trial” and perseverance motivated by
hope.? Clearly, assurance is asignificant 02 YLR2 y Sy i Ay (GKS 0SSt ASOSNDa &

My aim in this workshop is to briefly illustrate that in addition to initial assurancehat all
believers experience in justification® there is fuller assurancehat all believers may acquire
subsequent to justification. This fuller assurance iscrucialtod KS 06 St AS@SNRa al y o A

¢KS GSNXY aT7Fdz esod iNdicatelgraadedirtehsify Or3iégreeroBraith. It does

indicate greater content of faith or additional evidence as the grounds of faith. In the first case

the one possessing full assurance believes other things in addition to the promise of salvation;

Ay (KS aSO02yR 2ySQa O2y@A0OGA2y NBada 2y I RRA
continuing in sanctified living is greater.

l. Full Assurance in Colossians
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A. Colossians 22
Colossians 2:1-3 (NKJV) reads this way:

For | want you to know what a great conflict | have for you and those in Laodicea, and
for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh,? that their hearts may be encouraged,
being knit together in love, and attaining to all riches of the full assurance of
understanding, to the knowledge of the mystery of God, both of the Father and of
Christ,® in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.°

l f 6K2dzZAK 2dzNJ LINAYF NE AyiaGSNBad Aa GKS LIKNIA&AS a
we need to observe the structure of the entire sentence in order to understand how the phrase
is connected to its context. We might diagram the English text (NKJV) in this way:

®1John 3:22

® Hebrews 10:21, compare Exodus 3:5

"2 Corinthians 12:9-10, Ephesians 6:10

® Hebrews 6:11

L KF @S OK2aSy G(KS LIKNI &S aildKFG Hff 0SftASOSNBE SELISNRSyC
and faith are either essentially synonymous, or that their fields of meaning are largely convergent in the matter of

the faith that results in justification.

1% Unless otherwise noted all quotations will be from the NKJV.
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We will focus on the LIK NJ- HriBheséflthe full assurance of understandingé™ and explore its
relationship to sanctification,butt SG Qa FANRG aSd GKS adlr3asS oe
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By beginningverse 16 A (G K {1 Kds¢ ot 2kaddRfiond from a general statement about his
apostolic ministry (1:24-29) to his struggle in behalf of the Colossian believers. Verse two states
that the purpose of the struggle was to strengthen their hearts.

Paul struggled so that the Colossian believers would be strengthen#ds is the meaning of

GKS LIKN}asS aldKod 8RS HemareshbRigidy theyGreak verb

parakaldl Y2 RSNY 9y 3t AaK . Aof Sa& LINBaA& Nanslatioss préfed NR o Sy
G 02 Y FatheHowbiful that Paul had either comfort or encouragement in mind. There is no

mention that the Colossian believers were subject to persecution which would have called for

| am here assuming an epexegetical genitive. See the discussion below.

'2 Concatenative genitives can be somewhat complicated. Each succeeding genitive depends on its predecessor,
making for a sometimes convoluted analysis.

Ba. SAyY3I 1 YA Gsunibibas®hentss tbially trdatbkhs an adverbial participle of means, modifying the
verb LIk NI 1015t0% Idza S A G R2Sa y2i | InEi§orAy BDEYRSHRA aukn). & § K 85 NEI 6
Grammatically it might be a nominativeadsensura & G F GAy3 +y | RRAGAZ2YFf LlzN1J2asS 27

' The Greek verb parakaledin the passive voice (as here) often has the idea of giving comfort (KJV, ASV) or
encouragement (so NKJV, ESV, NASB, NIV).



comfort. Nor is there any suggestion that they were discouraged which would have called for
encouragement.5 dzy' y Qa O2YYSy i Aad O2yQBAYyOAy3d KSNBY

Given the train of thought running through to 2:5, there is probably an implication that
gAOK adzOK aFdzZ f | aadaNIyOoS¢eé Ay GKSAN dzy RSNA
0KS a&aSRdz00A PSS &aLISSOKE 2F 20 KSNJ'RBt AIA2dz

Ly fA3IKGOG 27T lestdnydefe shéuld deceiiklfol with Gersuasive wordse (2:4) and

Gf SG y2 2yS OKSE@I8E 3R KA a8 2 RNI2ZNBAIANRRY dal &4 &2dz
received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Himé (2:6) it appears Paul was concerned lest they be

fooled by false teaching and led into behaviors unfitting of believers. a LG ¢l a y23G O2yaz
GKIG 61 & NBIjdzAa NBREZ 0 dzi  Beavghiedtdidvake Sukehgt thdyy G KS NA
continued in sanctified living based on correct biblical doctrine.

The Colosian believers would be strengthened by gainitgNJ © #&iritricate phrase

Gattainingdl 2 £ f NAROKSA 2F GKS Xdzf &dzb A HRANY YV OS @& F dziy
statement of purpose; it explains what must happen in order for them to be strengthened. The

NKJV translators inserted g 2 NR & | todldrify a/plegbdtibnal phrase which indicates

movement.!” We are strengthened as we move toward drichesé (Gr. ploutos.

¢ KS NRAROKSA& | NBhe prepasifional phraseio2NE YiKSSD ¢F dzinbe | & & dzNJ y O S
understood as describind 1 KS & NA OK S & ¢ wdinferpietatior ad niost likdlydta o dzd |
either describesthe source2 ¥ G KS NA OK S & comefioridSdzt NRA O KaSaddzNG- KyAGKE 0
specifiesi KS NA OKSa o ardfrdd f NN Guidi 2ithe@ G K makes good

sense in the context syntax does not determine the correct interpretation. Given the relative

rarity of the genitive of source, the epexegetical genitive is preferred. *° The riches Paul wanted

ford KS / 2f 2 & A8 &ydaNJ I yNJBS e dzt €

13 james D. G. Dunn, The Epistles to the Colossians an@hilemonA Commentary on the Greek Té3tand
Rapids: William B. Eerdmans, 1996), 131.

8T K. Abbott, The Epistles to the Ephesians and to the Colos&idimburgh: T&T Clark, 1897), 238.
Y The Gr. preposition eishere probably retains a spatial nuance, suggesting direction toward a goal, EDNT 1:389.
The goal is often a state of being, BAGD,229.¢ KA a (St fa dza GKI G aFdz € | a&dzNI yoOSe

move. It is thus different from and in addition to the initial assurance which is a component of saving faith.

B §NB

(KS SLISESISHHOEt I AYANY ¥ OSOSIaPEAGKSALISOATFAO SEL YU
F' YOATdz2dza KSIR GSNXY3I daGKS NAOKSadéE Ly 2GKSNI g2 NRaAX OSNJ
GFdzf £ FA&AdNI yOSdé ¢2 1L2aasSaa FdzZf F&a&d2NIyOS Aa G2 Ll2aa

¥ According to Wallace the genitive of source is relatively rare in the New Testament, but his test of supplying the
LI NF LIKNJF &S GRSNAOGSR FTNRYE aSSYa (Grees @rdmanyBeyorithe Ay (KA a
Basics: An Exegetical Syntax of the Neatamentglectronic edition (Garland, TX: Galaxie Software, 1999).



Full assurancearises frominsight intoD 2 RQ & yYRéading®eNJIK NI &S a2 F dzy RSNA G
as reference to the source of full assurance makes good sense in this context. Full assurance

comes from understanding (Gr. stinesig or comprehending® D2 R Q& . Y'&anoérSedidr

their sanctification, Paul adjures them to seek the wealth of conviction that results from greater
Avardakid Ayi%2 D2RQa YeaiSNeEoO

GacealdSNEBé Aad LINROIlOf & Vigyiothesande Seforknt’R ERdwhereit S NI | f
pertains tol G d2REE 02 YLINA & SR *2who shat8 ia the inheyitBnceDrSay (G A f S &
equal basis (Ephesians 3:3-6);toL & NI St Qa LJ NI ALt KFNRSYAy-3 Ay
26); to the summation of all things in Christ (Ephesians 1:9-10); to the Church as the Bride of

Christ (Ephesians 5:32); to the Rapture of the Church (1 Corinthians 15:51) and to various other

previously unknown truths. Here it refers back to the earlier use of this term in 1:26-27, the

resurrected Christ dwelling with the believers.?®

K

If this understanding of mystery is correct, then Colossians 2:2 urges the believers to obtain the
wealth of conviction that comes from understanding that Christ dwells with them.

This brief analysis of Colossians 2:2 results in sevpraliminary conclusios. First, this
passage has sanctification in view. Second, sanctification is strengthened by gaining full
assurance. Third, full assurance stems frominsightintoD 2 R Q & .Faurh{if @l hfurance
attenuates the likelihood of being defrauded. Fifth, it increases the likelihood of continued
sanctified living.

Full assurance is a wealth of conviction that understands additional biblical facts. It is a crucial
element that increases the likelihood that one will continue in sanctified living.

| ouw-Nida 32.6. EDNT suggests that the word, which appears 7 times in the NT, usually refers to God-given
insight.

21 This is the objective genitive.
2t 8§04 SNJ ¢ oolobs@nsKi¥erBoyi(Rallas: Word Publishers, 1982), 93.

Blo [S6Ara W2Kyazys a{GdRASa Ay GKS 9L a(Bibkothéc@Sad&k S /[ 2t 2 :
119:475 (Jul ¢ Sep 1962),231-232YF &8 06S FTNASYy Rt & (2 (GKS yPRdimk@néneitioded GKS G
specific referent is defined by context. He observes that must[rion is simply a truth which is unknowable apart

from divine revelation. The content of the revelation, the mystery, is determined in the context. | find myself

resisting the temptation to load the term with theological freight drawn from other texts which were unavailable

to the Colossian readers.

I KIENES& wéNRASST d¢ K Bibliatheca & 1423:489 (Jan-at I86S) A7 v & 0 €

P¢KS Ay @2dz KSNB LINRolofée YSIEya abyz2y3 &2dz 2N GAY @3
exhortation of Hebrews 6:11 to persist in sanctification until our hope is realized.



. SF2NB LINBaaAay3a 2y (2 [ 2t X&8SEMIOLE  nYYom vy AtySEQ & F0
I &4 & dzNandAl@ 8B | § SR @DSND dthied obserSe thEidusade & bithlicala dzZNB R £
contexts to see if they can bear the weight this exegesis places on them.
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2. Themeaningof OEOI 1T AOOOOAT AAS

CKS y2dzy aFdzf | dadzaNFyOSé Aa NBflIGAGSEe@ AYyTNB
of Colossians.®® The S ND 6 (i 2 appmkrsfordy six tinés drthd&SNew Testament. %’

a) GCdzt t | a4 apinphgri®S¢é 6 DN
The semantic range for the noun encompasses i KS  O2y OSLJia 27F 6 Foaret vy Saa
f SEAO2ya Tl @2N) aFdzA f | a&ddz2N)y yOSe |yB7AGDdiscfzSNJJ )\y
this firstyetconcedes i K i a0 KS YSI gAVIAa R EH2 $IBAG S A0S NIAI A
listed as the only semantic domain for the word in Louw Nida.*
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Although the dictionaries and lexicons provide a helpful starting point, context is always the
final arbiter of word meaning. The challenge in each context is to determine which semantic
field the author had in mind when using the word.

1 Thessalonians 1:@mploys the term to refer to evidence which accompanied the gospel

proclamation® Foidour gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power, and in the

Holy Spirit and in much assuranceas you know what kind of men we were among you for your

sake.£TKS | 2f & { LIONR YOR y SRS NIhideaddpplendehtad Witk A y 3
GYdzOK I a avdeNl ¥ D&My @S¢ O 2 wdditlodalire8sBns t8 [elievd in & 2 dza

form of godly conduct. This provided additional grounds of certainty.*

Hebrews 6:1Teadsa@ S RSAaANBE (GKIFG SIFOK 2y Sotefull 22dz 4K2 6

assurancef hope until the end.€ This text comes at the end of a lengthy exhortation that
began at 5:11, urging the readers to remain confident in Christ.®? The readers are being urged

% 1 Thessalonians 1:5; Hebrews 6:11, 10:22.

%" Luke 1:1; Romans 4:21, 14:5; Colossians 4:12; 2 Timothy 4:5, 17.

8 EDNT, 3:107

» BADG, 670.

%N, 1:370.

gLy TFdz £ Imétangziydf shekBeit wherd the effect (certainty) is put for the cause (the evidence).

I KFLIGSNI v 2dzif AySa t I dz Qadditomalfdastaibibdlievettie gospél Gaknk additiiNI I+ &S G |
O2yalGAdGdzi SR I & ¥Fdzt £t SNI | AadzNI yOSoé

%2 william L. Lane Hebrews 18 (Dallas: Word Books, 1991), 145.



to manifest diligence in sanctified living until their hope is finally and fully realized.*® Here the
word conveys the sense of & T dzf ¢2 WS & & dzENT AdtKESYSrifiokgs y  a

The exhortation of Hebrews 10:221 K | { drag Sear dvith a true heart in full assurance of

F | Atdrrf§ #om considerationof2 dzNJ | A 3K t NA Sa d Qa & its@phlikadion OA I £ |
to KS 0 Sdaily I8eZBSchlEEDUr High Priest mediated the New Covenant for us (9:15),

entering the Holy Place with his own blood to obtain our redemption (9:12) and cleansed us for

service (9:14) once and for all (10:11-14) we enter the presence of God boldly (10:19) with

unwavering steadfastness (10:23).

In view here is a certainty which rests upon clear understanding of what our High Priest
accomplished. It results in the ability to remain loyal to him regardless of external
circumstances.* In this context the word shares the same meaning Paul had in mind when he
wrote Colossians 2:2. It points to certainty based on keen understanding that increases the
likelihood of continued sanctified living.

b) G ¢ 2 absinfEt eolOirtipihorell)

Theverb & G 2  F dzf dis@hasltvéd prizNyiélds of meaningd G CAff 0 02Y LIS SG St @
the first definition in the lexicons.® a ¢ 2 AORGD FdzAf f 8¢ 2NJ a2 0SS 02y GA
as an additional definition. Again, the challenge is to determine which meaning is indicated by

the term in its contexts.

Either definition makes good sense in Luke 1:1or both find support among the commentators.

¢ KS bnéswiuch aémany have taken in hand to set in order a narrative of those things

which have been fulfilledd Y2y 3 dzaé¢ Aa | O02 YLJ yA S masesurélyy | (S
believedb ¢ ¢ KS LIS NF S O is eadilfuddérstogiSis phiditingXo zh©akhickierSent of
LINPLIKSGAO S@Syita Ay .RedDethibldry, [y @ES @A (dka 2RDAG KB ||
tense signals events that have been brought to a successful conclusion.*® The passive voice

suggests that God has been at work in these events.®’ Luke is not recording events which simply

happened; he is observing God at work in these events.

There is less support for understanding this word as a reference to the disciplesCsettled
conviction (so the perfect tense) that the facts related to Jesus are undeniably true (the
semantic range of the term). The Wycliffe Bible Commentary on the New Testament notes that

% Thomas Kem Oberholtzer, "The Warning Passages in Hebrews - Part 3: The Thorn-Infested Ground in Hebrews
6:4-12" Bibliotheca Sacr&45 #579 (July - September 1988), 327.

¥ W. L. Lane, Hebrews 913 (Dallas: Word Books, 1991), 286.
% BAGD, 670; EDNT, 3:107; Liddell and Scott, 647.
% John Noland, Luke 19:20, (Dallas: Word Books, 1989), 7.

%" |. Howard Marshall, The Gospel of LuKérand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1978), 41.



GGKS LIKNI &S YlIe YSIYy WiKAy3a FdzZ FAEE SRZQ
a GNHzZSZQ 2N Wi KS I O pyftRudetis privmarify Boncdrednitiiievedts
that Jesus began® and continues to push forward through time through the Church. It is most
likely that fulfillment of prophecy is in view here.

o dzii
GKS C

Romans 4:21s very helpful when trying to understand the meaning of LJfrophordl Speaking
2T 1 ONIXKIFIYQa FIAGK Ay D2RQa LINRPYAAS 2F Ylyeée R

19 And not being weak in faith, he did not consider his own body, already dead (since he

was about ahundred yearsold),F Y R G KS RS Ry S &%He @idhotfvaveld K Qa &
at the promise of God through unbelief, but was strengthened in faith, giving glory to

God, 2! and being fully convincedhat what He had promised He was also able to

perform. ? Andthereforea A i 61 & | OO02dzy (1 SRL &ld®é KAY F2NJ NAR:

Farlier@:3)i KS GSEG al @a ! &NESK I YO OB B SRS DRROBE RINR YA &
I 0 NI K I Y Q awasOralidied By fadtséat hand. Although God had promised innumerable

descendants (Genesis 12:2, 15:5) his wife was barren, he thought himself incapable of fathering

children, and he had no heir. Had Abraham focused*® on these facts his faith may have

GoSH 1 8yiSRgAYyI R2dz0d F062dzi D2RQ&a LINRYAAaASO

But he refused to dwell on these things.! & | NB&dzZ G ! 6N} KI Y®& Tl AGK
Because Abraham refused to give way to doubt God met his faith with a gracious gift of greater
confidence.”

%8¢, F. Pfeiffer and E. . Harrison, The Wycliie Bible commentaryNew Testamen{Chicago: Moody Press, 1962).

¥p2iS KAa SYLKF&aAra Ay ! doandwYemch@y albff GKFG WSadza o683l

“* Darrell F. Bock, Luke, Volume (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1994) p. 56.
“t A & & Sadhtive
“2 Leon Morris, The Epistle to the Romafarand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1988), 196.

Ba/ 2y ar k&anssS ) ariddysthe idea of careful observation, often accompanied by thoughtful
consideration. BAGD, 415.

“eKS F2NRAG LI 4aA0S KSNB D2 yaS@S H®si7aeRSde 2[F2 ded SAy 3T O ¢

* Abraham was made strong because of his faith, but it was God who made him strong. See Morris, Romans212;

James D. G. Dunn, Romans 18 (Dallas: Word Books, 1988), 221; Rene Lopez, Romans Unlocke@pringfield, MO:

21 Century Press, 2005), 96. The point is helpfully illustrated in Genesis 18:14. There the Lord asks Abraham, who

2y0OS F3AFLAYy @2A08Sa KA& R2dzo0G lo2dzi I YIS KSANE daL& | yeé.
promise once again.



This introduces the notion that faith can wane and wax, depending on which facts we focus on.
When we focus on facts that seem contrary to the promises of God conviction may weaken.
When we focus on the God who promises, conviction grows stronger.

Romans 14:%leals with Christian liberty. Herei KS @SNb Of SI N¥ & YSIya ai?2
who are weak in faith were regenerate believers who had been convinced about the gospel

promises for justification, but they were not convinced that Jesus had delivered them from

dietary and calendar laws. *® Although their salvation was secure, their sanctification was in

jeopardy because they lacked knowledge which would have produced fuller assurance.

2Timothy 4% & FdzZf FAf RRdedyMEY X8 KNBE GIKWRYS&aal3aS YA,
Fdzt £ & (0 KodtRuseTh&wold foconvey the sense of accomplishing something

completely. Paul instructed Timothy to complete all his duties of ministry (v. 5) and finds

comfort in the fact that he had been faithful in completing his.*’

c) Conclusions about the word group

Thiso NA S F A d2NBSe 2daGAFASA (KS O2yOtdaizy GKIFG
OS NI I A ytéseedfields ddBearling. In Hebrews 10:22 this certainty rests on a clear

dzy RSNE Gl yYRAY3a 2F (GKS 62N] 2F /KNRAGP® ! NI KI YQ
1y26ft SR3AS 2F D2RQa FoAfAGe G2 {1SSLI KAa LINRYAA
believers (1 Thessalonians 1:5) found additional O S NJi I A y Usanctifieg/lifet I dzf Q&

Colossians 2:2 teaches that believers are more likely to persevere in sanctified living if they gain
Fdzf € | AadzNF yOS o6& AYONBFaAy3d GKSANI dzyRSNEGF YR

B. Colossians 4:12
CKA& | LIJISFENB G2 0SS t I ddEp@phrasvBdisbrieyTou, Ay [/ 2f 23 aA |
bondservant of Christ, greets you, always laboring fervently for you in prayers, that you may

stand perfect and complete in all the will of God.&*

9 LJF LK NJ & ia grayeNibz@alf ot €olossians just as Paul did (2:1). The desired
end” ofhisprayerwasti K i (G KS& YA 3K (G tbabis, theyrhigRtde edtablishadi | y Ré T

“® Marshall, Romans477.

"¢ KS aFdzZ FAfEfYSYyidé Ay H ¢AY2(GKE& nYmMT LINRoOolofé& NBFSNE (:
appearing before the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel with the gospel (Acts 9:15) and had faithfully

discharged that task. See George King, The Pastoral Epistles: A Commentary on the Greek47@xt

®TKS bYWt aO02YLI SGS¢ A& dzy F2NIdzyl 6ST Al aKz2dzZ R LINROIl 6f &

** Hina+ subjunctive signals the purpose or goal of his prayer.

% The passive voice indicatestK & G KS aYlF 1 Ay3a G2 adlyRé ArAa O0O02YLX A4aKSR



and therefore fixed in place.>! The place in which they stand is signaled by the prepositional

LIK NJirgal6the dvill of God, £ suggesting that sanctification is in view once again. The adjective

G LIS NJF St@ldic®) A D/NP (0 KS LI NI ALGEATLHRS) groabBBviticiiorSasi S € 6 D NJ
object complements, defining or describing what people made to stand become.*

CKS FTANRO O2Y4X B¥SYKS SLENFSOGG2 dzy RSNBOGFYR®
1:28 where Paul states that his goal was to present every man as mature. McDougall observes,

GAF t | dzZ AtfleiodsPd MYBWNVOWZABRI GdzZNAGE&Q Fa | F21f 27
it is arguable that he would use it the same way in Col 4:12 as he expresses in prayer his [sic]

prayer for (i K S > Lilkeé Paul, Epaphras was solicitous of their sanctification.

6C2 Y LI 8 dn8nfortunate word choice by the NKJV translators.a Sy G A 2y 2 F 9 LJ LIK NI
Gr.l 31 y A)ireivids thereader2 ¥t | dzf Q &l O)anstheitbahéf {2:1)oVeNIp

preservet | dzf Q& OF NB F dzheir indhishiiks byfmSiritainingSefaedi8ldé of

meaning for the verb in 4:12 and the cognate noun in 2:2.>*

Colossians 4:12, like 2:2, establishes a causal connection between full assurance and

Al YOUATFAOLIGA2Yy® al GdzNB 0St ASOSNE 6K2 | NB TFdf f
SELX FAya GKIG INBFGSNI 1y26f SRIAS +o62dzi / KNAAGQ
assurance.

[I. Conclusion

If our observations in Colossians 2:2 and 4:12 are correct, and if we have properly surveyed
how the salient terms are used in biblical context, then we can feel confident in the following
conclusions.

First, full assurance does not refer to a greater intensity or higher degree of faith than initial
assurance but rather to a broader field of things believed. Faith does not come in degrees; one

' BAGD, 382.
YL 2FTFSNIGKAA 20aSNBIGAz2zYy (SyidraArgSte o60S50FdzasS G(KS aeyil
Y2YAYLFGABSST LI aai@dS LI NI A OA LieSomidativ® @nstiuictiGniibStfovthe tadk 6f O K O 2 dzf |

an equative verb. Wallace notes that in the passive voice certain transitive verbs may function in that capacity and

EDNTobserves that Paul often uses K A & @&sThe functional equivalent of a stative verb, but stringing two bare
Ll2aaroAtAdASa (23SGKSNI R2Say Qi AYyALANDB | teleigsind 2 F O2y FAR:
LJ T NP tdKuBchda ds predicate nominatives, it is hard to see how they might equate with the implied subject

of the verb. But there is also risk in reading this, as | do here, as an object complement. The problem, of course, is

that the participle is in the nominative case rather than the accusative. But functionally this seems to make the

most sense to me. As object complements they tell what the believer who has been made to stand become ¢

mature and fully convinced.
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is persuaded that biblical assertions are either true or false. Second initial assurance is
believing the promise of salvation but full assurance is believing other truths in addition to that
promise. Third, full assurance grows from a deeper understanding of Christ. As our
understanding of Christ grows, our certainty becomes fuller because we become certain of
more biblical truths. Fourth, full assurance is not guaranteed to all believers. It is something to
be obtained through scriptural study and careful reflection. It differs in this regard from initial
assurance which is experienced by all believers. Ffth, since full assurance was of serious
apostolic concern the ministry of prayer and deep doctrinal teaching is a grave pastoral
responsibility!

An lllustration

Luke 7:36-50 illustrates the distinction between assurance and full assurance. In this story the
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gestures of public humiliation and loving attendance upon his feet reveal her faith in Jesus. She
recognizes that Jesus is her savior.”

Since Luke builds his story on the principle that faith in Jesus is required for the forgiveness of
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Lord. Furthermore, she was already assured that her sins were forgiven because she was
convinced that the promise of forgiveness was true.

And yet the Lord granted her fuller assurance in the form of an additional reason to believe.
Not only had she heard his preaching to the crowds and believed the general promise of
forgiveness promised to all who believe, now she had the words of Jesus spoken directly to her.

"The knowledge of her forgiveness was hardly equal, however, to direct assurance that her sins
had been forgiven; here is the value of Jesus' personal word to the woman at v. 48. This
personal word of Jesus to the woman represents a degree of clarity, assuredness about her state
which excels the knowledge she had by trusting; now she most clearly knows!¢>

The Final Word

Assurance is the possession of all believers who are convinced that the gospel promise is true.
Full assurance is reserved for those who gain a deeper understanding or Christ or who gather
additional reasons to believe. Those who are fully assured are more likely to remain steadfast in
their daily walk with Christ.
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% Kilgallen, p. 110.
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